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Well, I would like to know who is

going to pay for this. We still did not
get an answer on that. If United and
American are going to buy these bonds
that will be issued, why would they not
demand their present monopoly, or du-
opoly? These are questions we do not
have any answers to.

The Illinois Municipal Code is what
empowers the city. They have no more
nor any less rights to do anything un-
less conveyed upon them through the
legislature. This bill seeks to sidestep
the legislature and have Washington
decide a local issue.

Every Republican I have ever known
campaigns on the theory that we are
going to cut the Federal Government
down to size. Well, I would say to Mem-
bers, do not ever say that, if you vote
for this bill. This is a massive transfer
of power to Congress and debilitates,
weakens, ignores local government.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of our time.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. KIRK), who is one of
the prime sponsors of this legislation.

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
chairman for yielding me time, and I
rise in strong support of this legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, we have been delayed in
the passage of this very important bill,
largely due to the respect and admira-
tion we have for one Member of this
House, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. HYDE). He is a hero to me, and our
communities and our country owe him
a great deal of gratitude for the service
he has given to the Nation.

The Chicago Tribune called the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE) a
‘‘Lion in Winter,’’ but the last week
has proved that he is still a tiger.

But this legislation is still required,
for Chicago and for the Nation. Amer-
ica’s busiest airport is broken. Pas-
sengers using the airfield have only a
60 percent chance of leaving on time,
and experts say that when O’Hare gets
a cold, most airports get the flu. Tie-
ups strand Americans everywhere,
caused by an outdated design set in
place by political gridlock.

That gridlock has been broken. Illi-
nois is one of two States that requires
a governor’s signature before modern-
izing an airfield. We have that signa-
ture.

In an historic agreement, our Repub-
lican Governor and Chicago’s Demo-
cratic Mayor agreed to the first mod-
ernization of the airfield since 1972.
This bill simply ratifies an agreement
made by local leaders who showed lead-
ership.

In these uncertain times, the mod-
ernization of this airfield unlocks over
$6 billion in new work, overwhelmingly
paid for by private funds. Over 100,000
new jobs will be created, in an unprece-
dented shot in the arm for Illinois’
economy.

The new design builds a safer O’Hare,
eliminating intersecting runways. The
removal of north-south runways dra-

matically reduces the sound of aircraft
over Arlington Heights, Palatine and
Mt. Prospect.

The bill also highlights the impor-
tance of NASA’s Quiet Aircraft Tech-
nology Program. Leaders in this House
and NASA helped eliminate the noisy
Stage II 727 aircraft from O’Hare. We
set an aggressive Stage III noise reduc-
tion standard now in the air and will
soon require even quieter Stage IV air-
craft.

Mr. Speaker, I want to compliment
the leaders of the O’Hare Noise Com-
patibility Commission and their lead-
ers, Mayor Arlene Mulder and Mayor
Rita Mullins, for their ongoing work
and commitment to the quality of life
issues in our communities.

Mr. Speaker, this is bipartisan legis-
lation, strongly supported by the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Speaker
HASTERT), the minority leader, the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. GEP-
HARDT), the Chamber of Commerce and
the AFL–CIO. Even the Sierra Club has
no objection to its passage.

Given this unique political align-
ment, it is clear that this plan’s time
has come. I urge adoption of the legis-
lation.

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of H.R. 3479, the National Aviation
Capacity Act. This legislation was introduced
by my good friend, Mr. LIPINSKI, and I would
like to thank him for his hard work. I am
pleased to join him as a cosponsor of this leg-
islation.

O’Hare is a tremendously important airport
in not only to Chicago and the Midwest, but
also our entire national aviation system. It re-
cently reclaimed the title of the world’s busiest
airport and is the only airport to serve as a
hub for two major airlines. O’Hare serves
190,000 travelers and operates 2,700 flights
daily, employs 50,000 people and generates
$37 billion ion annual economic activity.

However, O’Hare needs to be redesigned to
meet today’s demands. It is laid out with
seven runways, six of which interest at least
one other runway. The modernization plan
would add one new runway. The seven exist-
ing runways will be reconfigured to include a
southern runway for a total of eight runways,
of which six would be parallel. These improve-
ments would have a significant impact on re-
ducing delays and cancellations: bad weather
delays would decrease by 95 percent and
overall delays would decrease by 79 percent.

On December 5, 2001, Mayor Daley and
Governor Ryan reached a historic agreement
to expand and improve O’Hare airport. The
agreement would modernize O’Hare, create
western access to the airport, provide addi-
tional funds for soundproofing home and
schools near O’Hare, move forward with the
construction of a third Chicago airport at the
Peotone site and keep Meigs Field open until
at least 2006, and likely until 2026.

H.R. 3479 would simply codify the deal so
that a future governor does not rescind the
agreement. Illinois is in a unique situation be-
cause the governor does have veto power. If
this legislation is not enacted, it is possible
that a future governor could undo all the hard
work that the current governor and mayor of
Chicago have done to reach this agreement.

There is some concern that this legislation
sets a precedent by involving the federal gov-

ernment or creating a short-cut around envi-
ronmental laws. Again, O’Hare is an excep-
tional situation which requires this limited fed-
eral action. Other cities and airport authorities
do not have a governor with veto authority
over this issue. The city of Chicago does not
want the federal government to take over the
modernization of O’Hare but the language is
included in case the State delays the State
Implementation Plan (SIP) of the Clean Air Act
to slow down the project. The language grant-
ing priority consideration for a Letter of Intent
from the FAA for Peotone is no different than
language that can be found in any Transpor-
tation Appropriations bill.

Regarding environmental concerns, the bill
says that implementation shall be subject to
federal laws with respect to environmental pro-
tection and analysis, and that the environ-
mental reviews will go forward in an expedited
way. There is no attempt to go around existing
state or federal environmental laws, and this
legislation has the support of many environ-
mental groups.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation will allow the
much-needed expansion of O’Hare to move
forward. I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this bill.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MICA)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 3479, as amended.

The question was taken.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

f

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3479,
as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.
f

COMMENDING THE HONORABLE
HENRY HYDE AND HONORABLE
JESSE JACKSON, JR., MEMBERS
OF CONGRESS
(Mr. LIPINSKI asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I just
want to conclude by saying that I com-
pliment the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. JACKSON) and the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. HYDE) on the very spirited,
articulate presentation of their cause.
They are both my friends. I have the
greatest respect for them. Unfortu-
nately, we disagree on this.
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